New models
for Dutch-
Indian
partnerships

The Netherlands-India
Business Meet 2008

The Netherlands-India Chamber of
Commerce and Trade, the Dutch Ministry
of Economic Affairs and the Dutch industry
confederation VNO-NCW are jointly
organising the Netherlands-India Business
Meet 2008 on 20 and 21 November.

The Netherlands and India have built up a signi cant
business relationship over the centuries. At present, India
is undergoing explosive economic development, and this
growth has given India an increasingly prominent position
on the world stage. The Netherlands is fully aware of these
developments and is keen to continue to develop and
intensify the existing good relationship with India.

The conference will examine the extent to which the
enterprise and innovative power of the two countries can
be safeguarded by working together on various levels.
Areas of cooperation are:

Investing in innovation

Building Bridges: Netherlands as the gateway to Europe

New entrepreneurship

Care, biotechnology and pharmacy: favourable sectors

Social innovation
The Business Meet is part of the month-long Amsterdam
India Festival the largest cultural event concerning India
starting on 12 November 2008. Three events will take
place during the Business Meet on 20 and 21 November:
a closed round-table talk organised by the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and the VNO-NCW between gureheads
of Dutch and Indian industry, a conference run by the
Netherlands-India Bilateral Chamber of Commerce and
Trade (NICCT) and a visit by ministers of Economic Affairs,
Trade and Industry from both countries, organised by the
Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs. The Business Meet is
coordinated by the NICCT (Netherlands India Chamber of
Commerce and Trade).



NOVEMBER 12 - 30, 2008

India is a land of contrasts: tradition
and modernity, spirituality and
enterprise, snow-capped mountains
and the desert s blistering heat.

It is a country with a civilisation that
is thousands of years old, and a vast
diversity of cultures, religions and
languages. Because of this diversity,
India s economy is the fastest-growing
in the world.

With a population in excess of a
billion and annual economic growth
at 9%, the world can no longer ignore
India.

INDIA'S
FINEST

Amsterdam India Festival
Line: 020 - 3059977 available
7 days a week from 10 am

to 5 pm. You can order
tickets for many of the
activities which are part of
the Amsterdam India Festival
through this number.

You can also book online at
indiafestival.nl. Here you will
nd up-to-date information

on all the programmes at
different locations.

Contact the relevant art
organisation/venue for
festival programmes with
free admission. There are
contact details accompanying
each programme.



Sponsors of the festival:

The Amsterdam India Festival is
supported by:
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NICCT

The Netherlands-India
Association

But how much do we actually know about India?
If you ve ever visited the country as a tourist (
around three-and-a-half million people every year)
you are lyrical about the breathtaking architecture
of the Taj Mahal, the holy cities along the River
Ganges and the legendary beaches of Goa.
Anyone who has done business there praises the
style and modernity of Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore
and Hyderabad. The Indian IT sector is growing at
the spectacular rate of 30% a year.

Alongside the economic aspects, Indian culture is
slowly Itering through to the rest of the world .
The Mumbai Im industry produces more movies
than Hollywood, and in Asia, Russia and parts of
Africa it enjoys more popularity than its American
counterpart. More and more Bollywood movies
can be seen in Dutch cinemas and rented from
specialist video shops. The number of people who
keep a close watch on Indian culture is growing all
the time.

Haute couture by Indian designers can now be
admired on the catwalks of London and Paris.
Samosas, curries and chutneys are now an essential
part of the global cuisine, and the ancient art of
yoga has now been fully accepted in the west, as
have the equally ancient Ayurvedic massages given
in beauty salons all over the world.
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